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Courthouse Information

Built in 1903, the historic Douglas County 
Courthouse was designed by John G. Haskell and 
Frederick C. Gunn in the Richardsonian 
Romanesque style, and it is a late example of the 
style. The commission chamber, formerly the 
courtroom, occupies the southeastern corner of the 
second story. 
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1913 Book Photo

The black-and-white photo to the right is 

from the book ñLawrenceðToday and 

Yesterday,ò published by the Lawrence 

Daily Journal-World in December 1913, 

nine years after the building opened in 
1904. It is likely the earliest existing photo 

of the historic courtroom/commission 

chamber.

The most striking difference between the 

1913 photo and the appearance in 2023 

is that the layout of virtually all furniture in 

the room was rotated clockwise 90 

degrees. This also applies to the railing 
dividing the public from the court. 

The photo to the right was taken from the 

same angle as the historic photo.
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1913 Layout

Chamber roughly as it appeared in 1913, 

based on the historic photo.
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2023 Layout

Chamber as it appeared before this 

renovation.



Alterations Through Time


